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Course evaluation

Bioinformatics and Comparative Genome
Analysis course

August 16 - August 29, 2009
HKU-Pasteur Research Centre - Hong Kong

http://www.pasteur.fr/~tekaia/BCGA2009.html

August 29, 2009

Applicants (140)/Countries (36)/Gender

44F / 96M
Total applications:

Age: 30.1/30.6

Selected (25)/Countries (11):
11F / 14M
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Age: 28.4 / 28.4

Travel grants: 3 students
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Seletected students/Research Domain

Q3: Describe your position? Q5: Did the course live up to your expectations?
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Q6: Was the size of the course appropriate Q6: Was the length of the course appropriate?

Q7: Was there suffisant time for discussion, meet
other participants, speakers? Q8: Was the subject adequately covered?

Q9: Were you invited to bring your own samples? Q11: Was the location satisfactory?
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Q11: Was accomodation satisfactory? Q13: Your evaluation:  Quality of the scientific talks?

Q13: Your evaluation: organisational aspects of the
course ?

Q13: Your evaluation: Course programme  ?

Q13: Your overall evaluation ?

Comments and suggestions

EMBO questionnaire: Q14
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EMBO Questionnaire:
Q14: Additional comments and suggestions for future events

- Students from HK helped a lot.
- I enjoyed the course. It was very useful to me.
- I could discuss with excellent professors, with other students, share my projects,…
-Practical sessions were very good. We were able to follow and do most of what we were asked to do.
-The course was absolutely wonderful and I was so enjoying getting to know the great scientists from diverse fields.
-I particularly appreciated the way the sessions were organized.
-Overall the course was extremely beneficial for students like me.
-The course was very useful.
-The skills and concepts I learned will greatly benefit my research.
-It was good to interact with speakers and the students.
-The course contents are very useful and informative.
-The organisation of the course content was great. It covered a wide range of information and skills from scripts to
applications.
-Glad to be provided the opportunity to discuss with teachers and fellow students.
-The content of the classes are fruitful and include many perspectives.
-I deeply appreciate
-The invited speakers were well prepared and the materials are great.
-Very helpful for my research.
-I gained knowledge I came for.
-Practical sessions are very valuable and highly recommended.
-Length of the course is adequate for thorough exchange of ideas and experience.
-The practical session is very useful.
-Practical sessions were good.
-The course is very useful. I hope more students can take part in it.
-I hope that more and more PhD students can benefit from this course.
-Keep this excellent course balance between theoretical and practical sessions.
-I hope in future more similar events can be organized so that more students can enjoy the advances in the field.
-Keep support this kind of course.

Other comments

- The accommodation was good but far from the course (loss of time)
- The hotel was far away from the course place so that we had less time for practice and work with our data.
- Arrangement on transport and food could be done better.
- The accommodation was good but the course venue was far.
- Students spent a lot of money and time to commute between hotel and course venue.

Suggestions

- The organizers can assign some small real projects to groups of students.
- It is better to have the prints of the lessons previously.
- Prepare printed materials for practical sessions.
- Short theoretical more practical sessions.
- Short unix and perl courses.
- It would be better if the teaching materials can be sent to us earlier.
- Though the major reason to come was for the course and learning. The course was so tightly scheduled that not
much time was given to go around this wonderful city.
- The course should be scheduled from 8:30 am to 5 pm so that we can meet after dinner and discuss together.
- “Current research” talks are a good idea, however they could be shortened, because the length is very long (1H45).
- More attention should be paid on how to lead the practical session: time control and guided answer at appropriate
line.

Note from the organisers :
 - The programme was known long before accepting to participate to this intensive course, giving the opportunity to each
candidate to search for documents related to the different topics (see the recommendations document each selected student is
assumed to read before confirming his (her) participation).
 - The length of each session includes discussion and comments.
 - Given the topology of Hong Kong, the Robert Black College was the best choice we can afford for accommodation.


